PETITION

TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED

We, the undersigned residents of Canada, draw the attention of the House of Commons to the following:

WHEREAS   despite international protests (including eminent scientists and medical doctors) Cassini was launched for a space mission to Saturn in October 1997,

WHEREAS   recently three consecutive space missions (Aug.12/’98, April 10, 27 and 30/’99) brought the U.S. space mission’s  calculated failure rate for Titan IV’s up to 1 in 3.86;  NASA’s predicted failure rate for the Cassini mission, 1 in a million,  is a number only guessed, not calculated and misleading,

WHEREAS   opponents worldwide are concerned about the safety and reliability of Cassini, which is targeting Earth for a high-risk fly-by at record speed of 42,300 miles per hour with the most Plutonium (72.3 pounds, mainly Pu-238 and Pu-239) on any space ship, and scheduled on August 18, 1999,

WHEREAS safe alternative solar technique without radioactive fuel cells could have been used to supply on the average 740-Watt electric power necessary to run the Cassini’s electric instruments,

WHEREAS   the Prime Minister and the Canadian Government has ignored all the facts contained in the EMERGENCY RESOLUTION (February 24/99/CRC), sent in February ‘99  to the Prime Minister by Dr. Joan Russow, Leader of the National Party of Canada, thus ignoring the possible threat of a global disaster to all living on Earth,

WHEREAS   the U.S. Government and  NASA are not presenting all the facts to the worldwide general public i.e.

-   NASA claims in their own Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) that the Plutonium containers   “were designed to withstand re-entry” into Earth’s atmosphere (Final EIS  2-17) however the independent U.S. Interagency Nuclear Safety Review Panel (INSRP) noted in their Safety Evaluation report (SER) that the Plutonium containers were NOT designed to withstand the heat of an accidental re-entry at the planned fly-by speed of 42, 300 miles per hour

-   SER  noted “the probability of a single inhaled particle inducing a cancer” which NASA ignored in all its Environmental Impact Statements, although it was reported in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (April 1997) from experiments financed in part by NASA.; each kilogram of Cassini’s 32.3 kg Plutonium contains trillions of Plutonium atoms, thus resulting in the possibility of millions of human deaths from cancer. Everyone is at risk and a Cassini Earth fly-by accident could cause planetary contamination for thousands of years.

WHEREAS   members of the general public and governments are uncertain about Plutonium’s properties and it’s toxic effects on humans and the living environment for thousands of years, since Plutonium is one of the most toxic human-made element on Earth, constantly producing alpha radiation,  doing harm not only once, but every time a Plutonium particle  changes its living host for more than 800 years in case of Pu-238 and 240,000 years in case of Pu-239 (values given is 10 x half-life),

WHEREAS    it has been found, by any reasonable standard of scientific proof, that there is NO safe dose or safe dose-rate of ionizing radiation ( including Plutonium), meaning there is no safe threshold,    

WHEREAS   in an accidental re-entry, Cassini’s Plutonium radiation would match the entire amount of Plutonium (in Curies) released into the atmosphere by weapon testing since the first atomic bomb explosion,

WHEREAS,   once released into the environment and being not water-soluble, Plutonium  becomes easily air-born hence being invisibly spread all over the world, and there is no way to stop its radioactive decay, and to collect and/or destroy Plutonium particles, 

WHEREAS  the Cassini mission violates  many international laws, treaties, conventions and principles, such as the UN Outer Space Treaty, the UN’s Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer space, the UN’s Convention on International Liability for Damage caused by Space Objects, the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the UN’s Genocide Convention, the Nuremberg Code and others as stated in the EMERGENCY RESOLUTION (February 24/99/CRC),

THEREFORE 
your petitioners call upon Parliament  to  ask the Canadian Government and other members of the United Nations to support  a  UN General Assembly resolution as outlined in the EMERGENCY RESOLUTION (Feb.24/99/CRC), that would i.e.

-   require the United States and all legal and financial affiliates of the Cassini mission to order NASA to invoke the precautionary principle and redirect the Cassini to prevent its Earth fly-by and possible uncontrolled trajectory that intersects Earth’s own planet

-   enforce the rule of International Law, if necessary, by calling upon the International Court of Justice to stay the Cassini

-   have the redirection of Cassini overseen by independent qualified scientists/technicians from different countries and verified to the UN before June 24, 1999, which is when NASA directs the Cassini space probe around Venus to head for Earth, or as soon as possible..

Dated this 6th day of May, 1999  
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